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NOAA Fisheries Announces New Regulations  

for the Snapper-Grouper Fishery in the South Atlantic 
Small Entity Compliance Guide 

 
The final rule for Regulatory Amendment 13 to the 

Fishery Management Plan for the Snapper-Grouper 

Fishery of the South Atlantic Region published on June 

17, 2013 (78 FR 36113).  Regulations will be effective 

on July 17, 2013. 
 

Regulatory Amendment 13 revises the acceptable 

biological catch estimates, annual catch limits (including 

sector annual catch limits), and recreational annual catch 

targets for 37 un-assessed snapper-grouper species.  The 

revisions incorporate updates to the recreational data for 

these species, as per the new Marine Recreational 

Information Program, as well as revisions to commercial 

and for-hire landings. 

 

Regulatory Amendment 13 is necessary to avoid 

triggering accountability measures for these snapper-

grouper species based on annual catch limits that were 

established by the Comprehensive Annual Catch Limit 

Amendment in April 2012, using recreational data under 

the Marine Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey 

system.  NOAA Fisheries no longer uses the Marine 

Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey and now 

estimates recreational landings using the Marine 

Recreational Information Program. 

 

The 37 species affected by Regulatory Amendment 13 

are 31 species in the deepwater, jacks, snappers, grunts, 

shallow water groupers, and porgies complexes; as well 

as six individual stocks.  A listing of these species, and 

the revised values can be found by following the link 

below to Frequently Asked Questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

This bulletin serves as a Small Entity Compliance Guide, 

complying with section 212 of the Small Business 

Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996. 

 

Electronic copies of the amendment and final rule may be 

obtained from: 

 The NOAA Fisheries Web site: 

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sf/SASnapperGrouperHomep

age.htm. 

 The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s Web 

site at http://www.safmc.net.  

 

This bulletin provides only a summary of the information 

regarding the existing regulations.  Any discrepancies 

between this bulletin and the regulations as published in the 

Federal Register will be resolved in favor of the Federal 

Register. 

 

Consider signing up for fishery bulletins via email. 
NOAA Fisheries is using a third party as a means to 

distribute fisheries information by way of our electronic 

fishery bulletins.  To receive fishery bulletins 

electronically, via email, you must sign up through 

Constant Contact.  Constant Contact is an internet-based 

distribution service.  This service allows you to subscribe or 

unsubscribe at any time.  The electronic copy of the bulletin 

will be delivered to you faster than the paper copy, is in 

color, features informational links, and reduces paper use. 

 

To receive fishery bulletins via email using Constant 

Contact, please sign up at http://bit.ly/HQDUEU.  You may 

also sign up for Constant Contact by visiting our Web site 

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/ (sign-up option is located on the 

left side of the page). 
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